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1. OPENING 
Mal Poole welcomed those present and opened the meeting at 10.00am. 
 
2. ATTENDANCE 
Those in attendance where: 
Stan Konstantaras (ANSA NSW) Joe Garufi (ANSA NSW),  Peter Saunders (USFA NSW), 
Peter Gibson (NSWCFA), Mal Poole (NSWFCA), David Screen (NSWCFA), Radge Diakiw 
(NSWCFA)  
 
3.  APOLOGIES 
Apologies for non-attendance were received from: 
Michael Hirst (NSWFCA), Steve Williamson (PFIGA), Todd Young ( PFIGA),  
Mel Brown (USFA), Max castle (ANSA NSW)  
      
4. GUESTS 
Nil 
 
5. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

    Minutes presented and moved that they be accepted by Stan K, seconded Peter G.   
    Stan noted that minutes of previous meetings are online and Delegates and   
    Committee should access them this way. 

 
 Available at following link http://rfansw.com.au/Meetings.html#minutes 
 
6. BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES 

     
   RFA Volunteer Survey – FRDC is investigating getting this survey model expanded. 

Mal P to liaise with Peter G on a possible project to take this to the next level. 
   Fishing Inquiry Report is available online, including recommendations. All RFA 

members should read the report. 
   JBMP and SIMP reviews completed. 
 

7. TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Stan gave an overview of the current project reporting and general RFA accounts. 
 
Bank Balance as of 16/10/10 was  $45,563.00** 
 
Income -  RFA Fees    $1,100.00 
       -  Project Fees   $6,600.00 
 
Expenses- RFA Expenses  $824.00  
          - Project Expenses  $19,878.00 
          - Bank Fees   $40.00 
 
Closing Balance as of 01/03/11 was  $32,521.00  
 
** (RFA Operational Funds account for $8,982.00 of Bank Balance)  
 

http://rfansw.com.au/Meetings.html#minutes


Discussions occurred around the GST implications to RFA and that our first BAS Statement 
was due on the 23 August 2011. 
 
Stan K gave a snapshot of a project to give the RFA an idea of how accounting systems 
operate and discussed the new RFA Project Account that had been set up to operate the 
L071 Access Officer Project. A new online account is operational with two (2) debit cards for 
Contractor and Peter G as project manager. These cards are limited to $2000 limits to allow 
contractor to debit charges like accommodation and meals and allows Peter G to purchase 
computer and electronic equipment needed for the project. 
 
Stan K discussed upcoming management fees of $15,000 for Project L071 which will be 
claimed in 3 equal payments and be transferred to RFA Operational Funds for 2011/2012 
 
Stan to circulate copies of RFA Expense Claim Form and Updated Project Expenditure 
Spreadsheet 
 

 
    8. DELEGATE REPORTS 

The delegates present were asked to provide an update/overview on their group’s activities 
as a way of updating the other delegates and as a way to further gather support for issues if 
needed. 
 

    ANSA NSW 
 
ANSA NSW is currently upgrading its website and is looking at expanding its membership. 
ANSA NSW is currently helping clubs at a local level with local fishing issues. 
Joe G gave an overview of the Angel Ring Project and where the project is heading. 
One on the main issues is succession and recruitment to the ANSA NSW Committee. 

  
   

NSWCFA 
 
Peter G commented on the RFA Access Project and that the presentation by the Access 
Officer received a very good reception at the NSWCFA meeting. 
NSWCFA is looking at submitting a review of ACoRF and the Trusts to the NSW 
Government as part of some other recommendations that the NSWCFA made during the 
Fishing Inquiry. These include; 

   Changes to the fishing licence to include insurance for anglers and landholders 
   Better data collection and communication from the licence 
   Lack of compliance officers 
   Dissatisfaction with transparency and reporting from these bodies 

Peter G reported that the western division is experiencing access problems on reserves 
NSWCFA is awaiting a cheque for Freshwater Fishing Safety DVD reproduction. 
Peter G spoke on the Progress of the Murray Darling Basin management plans and the 
status of the Redfin legislation and management. 
NSWCFA is investigating the possibility of working with the Environmental Defenders’ Office 
in order to pursue legal action on behalf of anglers. 
 

 
 



 
    NSWFCA 

 
Mal P gave an update of the Trust Fund Grant that NSWFCA had received. 
NSWFCA are working on maintaining and installing angel rings in areas local to their clubs 
in collaboration with ANSA NSW. 
 
NSWFCA are working with the Australian Angling Association event at South West Rocks 
with approx 300 entrants from around Australia 
 
 
NSW USFA 
 
USFA have 2 applications in with the Trust, 1 to look at analysing results from their 
spearfishing competitions and the other one is for reproduction and distribution of the 
completed Spearfishing Safety DVD. 
 
Peter S gave us an update on prop strike incidents and their discussions with Maritime. 
 
USFA is looking at assisting groups like Ozharvest about giving fish from spearfishing 
competitions to this group to utilise.  
 
 
PFIGA 
 
Steve W reports that a lot of time and effort is going into an educational project 
 
9. AGENDA ITEMS 
 
9 a. Fishing Inquiry Status 
 
It was discussed that the RFA will seek clarification on what will happen with the outcome 
and recommendations handed down by the Inquiry.  A few of the recommendations were 
discussed with the Shadow Minister for Fisheries, Duncan Gay. 
 
There were 66 recommendations of which 38 were approved.  
RFA members need to look at and comment on the recommendations and how to deal with 
the ones that were left out. The RFA members need to offer up solutions as comment on 
how to deal with these issues. 
 

 
9 b. RFA Peak Body Update 
 
The RFA has been asked to provide a model. The RFA Committee needs to complete work 
on RFA peak body model, including co-management with commercial fishers. Mal P is to 
seek input from RFA members before seeking a meeting with Duncan Gay. 
 
 
9 c. Access Project Update and Trust Committee Nominations 
 



Christopher Robertson has been contracted by the RFA to start work as Access Project 
Officer. Stan K is to provide project update to members. Stan K has Letter of Offer and 
Objectives and Guidelines on file if any members wish to view them. 
 
Currently Chris R is looking at Aboriginal Land Claims to see how the impact on the process 
of establishing fishing reserves. The first milestone report has been finalised and copies are 
available upon request. 
 
Radge D stated that the NSWCFA was enthusiastic about the project and looking at ways to 
further extend the project and Chris’s tenure in the role.  
 
Radge D provided the RFA committee and update on the issue with Paddy’s Corner on the 
Thredbo River and the Aboriginal Land Claim over the very first recreational fishing reserve. 
Mal P advised that Chris R was looking into the ALC over the site and had organised a 
meeting with the LPMA and their ALC Officer and will advise the NSWCFA of outcomes. 
 
Trust Committee- As part of the project the RFA needs to form a Trust Committee to 
oversee the management of any new recreational fishing reserves it forms. Discussions 
occurred around the roles and members duties and it was decided that the following be 
nominated to the RFA Reserve Trust Board 
 
1. Peter Saunders 
2. Mal Poole 
3. Peter Gibson 
4. Radge Diakiw 

 
Mal Poole moved motion that the aforementioned be accepted to the Board, motion 
seconded by Radge D. Motion approved unanimously. 
  
It was also discussed that 4 more members be asked to sit on the Board. The additional 
members should consists of the following representatives 
 
5. Independent Observer 
6. NSWII 
7. LPMA 
8. LPMA – ALC Officer 

 
Mal to discuss this further with Steering Committee members. 
 
 
 
9 d. Trust Fund, ACoRF and DII – Fisheries Updates 
 
Next Trust Fund meeting will be held on the 4th and 5th of April. 
 
Max C has been re-appointed to ACoRF. 
 
Stan K gave overview of discussions the RFA had with Duncan Gay re: ACoRF and Duncan 
G indicated that there is a role for ACoRF under his planned department and it will stay in 
place after a review. 



 
The previous ACoRF meeting was a closed meeting and discussions occurred around 
disbanding the Trusts and bringing their roles under ACoRF. 
 
The members agreed that nothing will happen until after the election and will be interested to 
see in which direction the new Government take ACoRF, the Trusts and DII – Fisheries. 
 
 
9e. Website and Promotions 
 
Joe Garufi indicated that the RFA website was up to date and thanked Peter G for his work.  
 
Bulletins and items of interest are continually being sent out by Joe G and Peter G who 
handles the Safefishing website and safety alerts. 
 
Joe G to chase up some relevant publications and submissions to add to the RFA website 
as content. 
 
Peter G to design some small banners we can link to other websites promoting the RFA.  
 
9f. 2011 State election and Meeting with Political Parties 
 
Discussion occurred around the impending state election and implications of outcomes. To 
date the RFA had done a good job in presenting its position and had been consistently 
circulating election material in an impartial manner. 
 
It was agreed by all those present that recreational anglers in NSW needed representation in 
the upper house of NSW Parliament. 
 
9g. Constitution Update 
 
Stan K spoke about the recent changes that Fair Trading NSW had circulated and all agreed 
that all clubs and associations will have been informed of the changes by Fair Trading. 
 
No implications for the RFA apart from the option of hosting electronic meetings, including 
AGM in the future.  
 
No implications with the 2 tier system of reporting financials at this stage, the RFA is still in 
the lower end of the spectrum that does not require external auditing of accounts. 
 
Spoke about PLI insurance and Mal P to seek policy from Firth for RFA members as 
currently all the association carry insurance for their delegates and members to the RFA. 
 
 
9h. Project Updates 
 
See Attached 
 
 
 



9i. General Business off the floor 
 

   Merroo – Review is ongoing on RFA is hopeful that access to boat ramp stay open, 
but the option to submit a FOI claim to ascertain what level of consultation occurred 
if access is lost. Max C to keep RFA members updated on process 

 
   Stan K to consult and select meeting dates for rest of 2011 

 
   David S will provide outline of processes required for succession planning and 

restructuring of RFA to streamline processes. Assistance will also be provided in 
formulation position descriptions for the RFA. 

 
   Martin Salter report into recreational fishing has not been released yet. 

 
   Peter S spoke on the draft Black Cod Recovery Plan. The USFA has a sightings 

register that provides anecdotal evidence that they are prolific and hope to use this 
to offset any possible closures. 

 
   Joe G to organise RFA shirts for committee and delegates 

 
   Radge D discussed his concerns around the fragmentation of the fisheries 

conservation and Mal P stated that this was one of the things the RFA spoke to 
Duncan G about at the last meeting. Even he was unsure how to tackle the problem. 

 
   Radge D asked where the RFA was up to with access to freshwater water supplies. 

The RFA has provided 2 comprehensive documents to Duncan G on the subject. 
 
 

 
With no more general business Mal Poole closed the meeting at 12.47pm 
 
Stan Konstantaras 
RFA of NSW Secretary 
12th June 2011 
 
 
 
Abbreviations:  
NSW DII – Department of Industry and Investment – Fisheries NSW 
ACoRF – NSW Advisory Council on Recreational Fishing 
RFSTEC- Recreational Fishing Saltwater Trust Expenditure Committee 
RFH – Recreational Fishing Haven 
NPWS- National Parks and Wildlife 
FRDC – Fisheries Research and Development Corporation 
LMPA – Land and Property Management Authority 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 


